
The End Times According to Jesus Week 4

The Historical context of the Olivet Discourse

Zechariah 9:9 - Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your King is coming to you. He is just and having salvation, yet he is humble, 
riding on a donkey, a colt, the foal of an ass. 

Matthew 23:36-24:2 - I tell you the truth, this judgment will fall on this very generation. O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones God's messengers! How 
often I have wanted to gather your children together as a hen protects her chicks beneath 
her wings, but you wouldn't let me. And now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate. 
For I tell you this, you will never see me again until you say 'Blessings on the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord!’ As Jesus was leaving the temple grounds, his disciples 
pointed out to him the various temple buildings. But he responded, Do you see all these 
buildings? I tell you the truth. They will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be 
left on top of another. 

Psalms 132:13 - For the Lord has chosen Jerusalem. He has desired it for his home. 

Deuteronomy 12:5 - But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God shall 
choose from all your tribes. To establish His name there for His dwelling. And there you 
shall come. 

Deuteronomy 12:11 - You must bring everything I command you, your burnt offerings, 
your sacrifices, your tithes, your sacred offerings, and your offerings to fulfill a vow to the 
designated place of worship, the place the Lord your God chooses for his name to be 
honored. 

Jerusalem is known as the city of God because that's where God's house, the temple, was built. 

Matthew 21:33-41 - Hear another parable. There was a certain householder which planted 
a vineyard and hedged it round about and dug a winepress in it and built a tower, and let it 
out to the husbandmen and went into a far country: And when the time of the fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen that they might receive the fruits of it. And 
the husbandman took his servants and beat one and killed another and stoned another. 
Again, he sent other servants more than the first: and they did unto them likewise. But last 
of all, he sent unto them his son, saying, Surely they will reverence my son. But when the 
husbandman saw the son, they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill 
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him and cast him out of the 
vineyard and slew him. When the Lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do 
unto these husbandmen? They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, 
and he will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits 
in their seasons. 

Matthew 23:38 - And now, look, your house is abandoned and desolate. 



Desolate (Greek word Eremos) - destroyed, deserted and empty, especially in reference to 
God's presence, power, and glory. It means that God will leave the house. 

Matthew 21:43 - I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
nation that will produce the proper fruit.

Nation (Greek word ethnos) - the term used for Gentiles

Deuteronomy 32:19 - The Lord saw this and drew back, provoked to anger by his own sons 
and daughters. He said, 'I will abandon them. Then see what becomes of them. For they are 
a twisted generation, children without integrity. They have roused my jealousy by 
worshiping things that are not God; they have provoked my anger with their useless idols. 
Now I will rouse their jealousy through people who are not even a people. I will provoke 
their anger through the foolish Gentiles. 

Romans 11:1-2 - I ask then, has God rejected His own people, the nation of Israel? Of 
course not. I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham and a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin. No! God has not rejected his own people, who he chose from the very beginning. 

Romans 11:25-28 -  For I would not, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest you should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, 
until the fullness of the Gentiles become in. And so, when that happens, all Israel shall be 
saved. As it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, Israel, when I shall take away 
their sins. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes, but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the father's sakes. 

The judgment that was to come upon Israel for rejecting Jesus as the Messiah:
1. Jerusalem, the city of God and God's temple would be destroyed and left desolate.
2. The Jews would be scattered all over the world. 
3. The kingdom of God would be taken from Israel and given to the Gentiles until the time 
of the Gentiles is fulfilled. 

Luke 21:24 - And they will fall by the edge of the sword. And they will be laid captive into 
all the nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

Hosea 5:15 - And I will return to my place until they admit their guilt, and turn to me. For 
as soon as Jacob's trouble comes, they will earnestly search for me. 

Matthew 24:1-2 - And Jesus went out and departed from the temple, and his disciples came 
to him for to show him the buildings of the temple. But he responded, “Do you see all these 
buildings? I tell you the truth, they will be completely demolished. Not one stone will be left 
on top of another!”

The disciples ask three questions that led to Jesus’ teachings on the end times.



Matthew 24:3 - And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately, saying, Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age? 

Luke 21:6-7 - The time is coming when all these things will be completely demolished. Not 
one stone will be left on top of another. Teacher, they asked, when will all of this happen? 
What sign will show us that these things are about to take place? 

Question 1: When will Jerusalem and the temple be destroyed? And what will the sign be 
that it's about to happen? 

Question 2: When will Jesus return? And what will be the sign of his coming? 

Question 3: When will the end of this age begin? And what will be the sign that it has 
begun? 

Luke 21:34-36 - Be careful or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness, and the anxieties of life. And that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 
For it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the 
watch. And pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen. And that you 
may be able to stand before the Son of Man. 

Jesus answered the third question first, the first question second, and the second question last. 

Matthew 24:4-6 - And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive 
you. For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ, and shall deceive many. And ye 
shall hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that ye be not troubled. For all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 

Jesus began by giving some general characteristics of the church age, but none of these things 
were signs that signaled that the end of the age had begun.

Things that would happen during the 2,000 year church age but are not signs they are 
living in the end times: 

1. False messiahs would come. 

2. There would be wars and rumors of wars. 

What is the sign or signs that the end of this age has begun?

Matthew 24:7-8 - For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And in 
various places there will be famines and earthquakes. But all these things, are the 
beginning of birth pangs. 

For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom - (Hebraism/Hebrew 
idiom) - a world war or a conflict that involves the entire world



Pang - short, sharp pain
Birth pang - a contraction; A contraction is the beginning of the end of the pregnancy. 

Jesus said: World war followed by an increase in magnitude and scale of earthquakes and 
famine, is the sign that it's time. It's the beginning of the end of this age. 

Matthew 24:7-9 - For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom. And in 
various places there will be famines and earthquakes. But all these things are merely the 
beginning of birth pangs. Then they will deliver you to tribulation. And will kill you, and 
you will be hated by all nations on account of my name. 

Luke 21:10-12 - Then he continued by saying to them, Nation will rise against nation and 
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be great earthquakes and in various places 
plagues and famines. But, before all these things they will lay their hands on you and will 
persecute you, delivering you to the synagogues and prisons, bringing you before kings and 
governors for my namesake. 

In Luke Jesus backtracks and tells the apostles what they should expect in their lifetime.

Luke 21:12-19 - But before all this occurs, there will be a time of great persecution. You will 
be dragged into synagogues and prisons. And you will stand trial before kings and 
governors because you are my followers. But this will be your opportunity to tell them 
about me. So don't worry in advance about how to answer the charges against you, for I 
will give you the right words and such wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to 
reply or even refute you! Even those closest to you, your parents, brothers, relatives, and 
friends will betray you. They would even kill some of you. And everyone will hate you 
because you're my followers. But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm, you 
will win your souls. 

Verse 20-24 - And when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then you will know that 
the time of its destruction has arrived. Then those in Judea must flee to the hills, those in 
Jerusalem must get out, and those out in the country should not return to the city. For 
those will be days of God's vengeance, and the prophetic words of the scriptures will be 
fulfilled. How terrible it will be for pregnant women and for nursing mothers in those days! 
For there will be disaster in the land, and great anger against this people. They will be 
killed by the sword or sent away as captives to all nations of the world. And Jerusalem will 
be trampled down by the Gentiles until the period of the Gentiles comes to an end. 


