The End Times According to Jesus Part 7

The Parable of the Fig Tree

Matthew 24:32-34 - Now, learn the parable of the fig tree. When its branches bud and its
leaves begin to sprout, you know the summer is near. In the same way, when you see all
these things, you can know his return is very near, right at the door. I tell you the truth, this
generation will not pass away until all these things take place.

The fig tree represents Israel.

The budding and sprouting of leaves symbolizes the renewal of life after a period of
dormancy.

Israel became a nation again on May 14, 1948.
Does the fig tree represent Israel?

Hosea 9:10 - The Lord said, O Israel, when I first found you, it was like finding fresh grapes
in the desert. When I saw your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of the season.

Jeremiah 24:1-8 - After King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon exiled Jehoiakin, son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah, to Babylon, along with the officials of Judah and all of the
craftsmen and artisans, the Lord gave me this vision. I saw two baskets of figs placed in
front of the Lord's temple in Jerusalem. One basket was filled with fresh, ripe figs, while
the other was filled with bad figs that were too rotten to eat. Then the Lord said to me,
“What do you see, Jeremiah?”’ I replied, figs, some very good and some very bad, too rotten
to eat.Then the Lord gave me this message. This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says:
The good figs represent the exiles I sent from Judah to the land of the Babylonians. I will
watch over them and I will care for them. I will bring them back here again. I will build
them up and not tear them down. I will plant them and not uproot them. I will give them
hearts that recognize me as the Lord. They will be my people, and I will be their God, for
they will return to me wholeheartedly. But the bad figs, the Lord said, they represent King
Zedekiah of Judah, his officials, all the people left in Jerusalem and those who live in
Egypt. I will treat them like bad figs, too rotten to eat.

Luke 13:6-9 - And he began by telling this parable: A certain man had a fig tree which had
been planted in his vineyard. And he came looking for fruit on it, but he didn't find any.
And he said to the vineyard keeper, behold, for three years I have come looking for fruit on
this fig tree without finding any. I want you to cut it down. Why does it even use up the
ground? And the vineyard keeper answered and said to him, Let it alone, sir, for this year
too, until I dig around it and put it in fertilizer. And if it bears fruit next year, fine, but if
not, then I'll cut it down.

The fig tree and the vine - Israel.

The owner of the vineyard - God.



Jesus - the vineyard keeper

Matthew 21:18-20 - In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, He was hungry.
And He noticed a fig tree beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but
there were only leaves. Then He said to it, 'May you never bear fruit again.' And
immediately the fig tree withered up. The disciples were amazed when they saw this and
asked, 'How did the fig tree wither so quickly?'

The cursing of the fig tree occurred at Bethphage.

Bethphage was considered to be a part of the city of Jerusalem, and it was one of the two
places where the Sanhedrin officially met.

Bethphage was the village of priests.
Bethphage represented the religious leaders of Israel.
Bethphage - house of figs.

The Jews believed that the tree of knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden was a
fig tree.

Genesis 3:6-7 - The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit
looked delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit
and she ate it. Then she gave some to her husband who was with her and he ate it too. At
that moment their eyes were opened and they suddenly felt shame at their nakedness. So
they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

The Jews believed at the time of Jesus that the law served the same purpose as the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.

1. Through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
Romans 3:20 - For through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
2. The law reveals our sin.

Romans 7:7 - 'Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law. For I had not known lust, except
the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.' And because the law said, 'Thou shalt not covet,'
one day I realized, 'I'm coveting.! Why am I coveting? Because I lust for what that person
has. I wouldn't have known it had the law not said.

Matthew 21:18-20 - In the morning, As Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, He was hungry,
and he noticed a fig tree beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but
there were only leaves. Then he said to it, may you never bear fruit again! And immediately
the fig tree withered up and died. The disciples were amazed when they saw this, and they
asked, how did the fig tree wither so quickly?



Why did Jesus curse the fig tree?

Because it didn't produce fruit and it symbolized Israel and its religious leaders that had
rejected Jesus as the Messiah.

John 6:29 - This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.

Because they rejected Jesus as the Messiah, Israel was cursed and they would be dead/
dormant as a nation for 2,000 years.

The Rapture

Matthew 24:36-42 - But of that day and hour, no one knows. Not even the angels in heaven
or the Son. But only the Father. For as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming
of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage up to the day that Noah entered the ark, and they knew
nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how
it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field, one will be taken
and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill, one will be taken and the
other left. Therefore, keep watch because you do not know on what day your Lord will
come.

But (Greek words or phrase depori) - but concerning or now concerning, this Greek phrase
is most commonly used to introduce a new subject

1 Corinthians 7:1 - Now concerning (depori) the things whereof you wrote unto me, it is
good for a man not to touch a woman.

1 Corinthians 8:1 - Now concerning (depori) things offered unto idols.
1 Corinthians 12:1 - Now concerning (depori) spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 16:1 - Now concerning (depori) the collection of money.

Taken (verses 40-41 Greek word, paralimbano) - to take with you, implying fellowship or a
good relationship with someone

Took them all away (verse 39 Greek word ahero) - to remove or to take away with a
negative connotation. (Taken away in judgment)

Noah and the flood are analogous to the rapture and the tribulation

Matthew 24:36-42 - But of that day and hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood people were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in a marriage up to the day that Noah entered the ark, and
they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away.
That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field, one will



be taken, and the other left. Two women will be grinding with the hand mill. One will be
taken, and the other left. Therefore, keep watch because you do not know on what day your
Lord will come.

4 points Jesus made concerning the rapture:
1. No one knows when the rapture will occur except God. Not even Jesus.

Philippians 2:6-7 - Though he was God, He did not think of equality with God as something
to cling to. Instead, He gave up His divine privileges. He took the humble position of a slave
and was born as a human being when he appeared in human form.

2. There will be no sign signaling the rapture is about to take place or is about to happen.

Matthew 24:37-39 - For as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son
of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage up to the day that Noah entered the ark. And they knew nothing about
what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at
the coming of the Son of Man, the rapture.

3. The rapture separates the believer from the unbeliever.
4. You need to watch for the Lord's return in order to escape the tribulation.

Luke 21:34-36 - Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and the anxieties of life, or that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For
it will come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch and
pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to
stand before the Son of Man.



