
The End Times According to Jesus 

My Objectives for this teaching are:

To explain what and when are the end times

And to discuss our role as the Church during the end times.

My purpose is that we as the church are ready so we don’t miss the Lord’s second 
visitation.

Part 1: The Rapture

It could happen at any moment. 

The rapture and the second coming of Christ are two different events.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 - Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we be ever with the Lord.

The phrase Caught up' is the Greek word harpadzo which means, to take suddenly, or to 
snatch up.

Raptius - to take suddenly or to snatch up. (English word rapture)

1 Thessalonians 4:13 -18 - And now dear brothers and sisters we want you to know what 
will happen to the believers who have died. So you will not grieve like people who have no 
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that 
when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. We tell you 
this directly from the Lord. We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him 
ahead of those who have died. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a 
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, with the trumpet call of God. First, the 
Christians who have died will rise from their graves. Then together with them, we who are 
still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. So, encourage each other with these words. 

Key Points Paul makes concerning the rapture:

1. Only believers will be raptured.

Matthew 24:37-42 - When the Son of Man returns, it will be like it was in Noah's day. In 
those days before the flood, the people were enjoying banquets and parties and weddings 
right up to the time Noah entered his boat. People didn't realize what was going to happen 
until the flood came and swept them all away. That is the way it will be when the Son of 
Man comes. Two men will be working together in the field. One will be taken. The other 
left. Two women will be grinding flour at the mill. One will be taken. The other left. So, you 
too must keep watch. For you don't know what day your Lord is coming.



2. Every believer who has died will come back with Jesus in order to be reunited with their 
resurrected body. 

1 Thessalonians 4:14 - For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we 
also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have 
died. 

When a person dies, their spirit/soul is separated from their body. Death doesn’t mean 
annihilation or that a person ceases to exist. 

Death means separation.

Luke 16:22-23 - Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to be with 
Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. And his soul went to the place of the 
dead. There in torment he saw Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. 

At the rapture, the separation that occurs at death will be reversed. 

At death the body and soul are separated. At the rapture the body and soul are reunited. 

3. The Sequence of Events 

The Lord himself will come for us. 

When He comes 3 things will happen:

A. Jesus himself will shout. Why? To wake the dead.

John 5:28-29 - Don’t be so surprised, Jesus said. Indeed, the time is coming when all the 
dead in their graves will hear the voice of God's Son, and they will rise again. 

Shout (Greek word keliusma; kel-yooz-ma) - to shout a command or bark an order. 

Sleep (euphemism to death) - When we go to sleep, our body is at rest, but our minds are 
working. In your dreams you can see, you can touch, you can hear, you can feel and some of you 
can even talk in your sleep.

When you die - Your body's at rest, but your soul can see, hear, touch, feel. 

B. There will be the call of the archangel to give the command for the trumpet to blow. 

C. The trumpet of God will sound.

Trumpets were used to assemble the people and to designate different commands. 

Numbers 10:2-7 - Make two trumpets of hammered silver for calling the community to 
assemble and for signaling the breaking of camp. When both trumpets are blown, everyone 
must gather before you at the entrance of the tabernacle. But if only one trumpet is blown, 



then only the leaders, the heads of the clans of Israel, must present themselves to you. 
When you sound the signal to move on, the tribes camped on the east side of the tabernacle 
must break camp and move forward. When you sound the signal a second time, the tribes 
camped on the south will follow. You must sound short blasts as a signal for moving on. But 
when you call the people to an assembly, Blow the trumpets with a different signal. 

The Sequence:

Jesus will say, wake up.

The archangel will say, blow the trumpet. 

The trumpet will sound to assemble. 

And the bodies of those who believe in Jesus, are going to come out of the grave to be 
reunited with their soul. The process that happened at death will be reversed. 

1 Corinthians 15:52 - It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last 
trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live 
forever and we who are living will also be transformed. 

Moment (Greek word atomos) - that which can’t be cut, that which can't be divided.

4. Those who are alive won't be resurrected, they will be raptured. 

1 Corinthians 15:52-53 - It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, When the last 
trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live 
forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. For our dying bodies must be 
transformed into bodies that will never die. Our mortal bodies must be transformed into 
immortal bodies. 

Transformed (Greek word Alaso) - to change from one thing into another 

Philippians 3:20-21 - But we are citizens of heaven. Where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And 
we are eagerly awaiting for Him to return as our Savior. He will take our weak mortal 
bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the same power with which 
he will bring everything under his control.

We're going to have the same type of body that Jesus had when He was resurrected. 

Our resurrected body will be flesh and bones

Luke 24: 39-40 -  Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it’s really me. Touch 
me and make sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don’t have bodies, as you see that I 
do.” As he spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet.

We'll still eat food 



Luke 24:41-43 - Still they stood there in disbelief, filled with joy and wonder. Then he asked 
them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he ate 
it as they watched.

Our friends and families will be able to recognize us 

Luke 24:31 - Suddenly, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And at that 
moment he disappeared!

Paul said the rapture was a mystery.

A mystery was a truth that had been hidden from previous generations but had now been 
revealed.

Colossians 1:26 - He says, The mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations 
but is now disclosed to the saints. 

What did Jesus say about the rapture?

John 11:21-27

The words resurrection and life are not synonyms. They are two different things. 

Verse 25 - Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection and the life: He that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live. 

The Resurrection - If you believe in me, death is not the end. You will rise again.

The Life:

Everyone living and believing in me will never, ever die. 

Eis-ton aina - for the age (It’s a Hebraism/ a Jewish figure of speech) - forever. 

Everyone living and believing in me will never, ever die forever. 

He’s the resurrection AND He is the life.

John 14:1-3 - Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you 
unto myself. That where I am, there you may be also. 

The rapture compared to Ancient Jewish weddings 

The rapture is when Jesus comes back for his bride. 

Basics of traditions in ancient Jewish weddings:



Ketubah - an agreement/covenant laying out the terms of the proposed marriage. 

Mohair - the bridal price.

Mark 13:32 says, 'But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.' 

1 Thessalonians 5:2 - For you know quite well that the day of the Lord's return will come 
unexpectedly. Like a thief in the night. 

The bride was the honored guest. 

1 Corinthians 11:25 - In the same way, He  took the cup of wine after supper, saying, 'This 
cup is the new covenant between me and you. An agreement confirmed with my blood. Do 
this to remember me as often as you drink it.

1 Corinthians 1:2 - To the church of God, which is at Corinth. To those who have been 
sanctified in Christ Jesus. Saints by calling. With all who in every place. Call upon the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Their Lord and ours. 

John 14:2-3 - In my Father's house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and receive you unto myself, that where I am, there you maybe also. 

Revelation 19:7-9 - Let us be glad and rejoice and give honor to him. For the marriage of 
the Lamb has come. And his wife has made herself ready. And to her was granted that she 
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. For the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints. And he said unto her, right, blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. And he said unto me, These are the true sayings of God. 

The rapture is when Jesus comes back for his bride to take us to the place that he's prepared for 
us. 

Ephesians 5:23-32

Christ left his home in heaven to come join himself with us and to cleave to us. Marriage is 
patterned after the covenant between Christ and the church.


