Heaven: Everlasting Life

1 Corinthians 2:9-10 - But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God.

Why should we learn about heaven?

1. So we won't have misconceptions about heaven.
2. God has commanded us to.

Colossians 3:1-2 - Since you've been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the
realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God's right hand. Think about
the things of heaven, not the things of earth.

When I make heaven the focal point of our life and I think about the things of heaven more
than I think about the things on this earth it changes my perspective, my will, and my
priorities.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 - That is why we never give up.Though our bodies are dying, our
spirits are being renewed every day. For our present troubles are small and they won't last
very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!
So we don't look at the troubles that we can see now; rather we fix our gaze on the things
that cannot be seen and what cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone,
but the things we cannot see will last forever.

2 Peter 3:13-14 - But we are looking forward to the new heavens and the new earth He has
promised, a world filled with God's righteousness. And so, dear friends, while you are
waiting for these things to happen, make every effort to be found living peaceful lives that
are pure and blameless in his sight.

Matthew 6:19-20 - Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust
destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven, where
moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.

If your focus is on the things of this world, you are not laying up treasures in heaven.

You can't focus on the realities of heaven if you don't know anything about heaven.

3. It's important to learn about heaven because it will inspire us to live for God.



Philippians 3:13-14 - No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on
this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to
reach the end of the race and to receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ
Jesus, is calling us.

The focal point: The end of the race, and receiving the heavenly prize.
4. It's important to learn about heaven because it will take away our fear of death.

2 Corinthians 5:6;8 - So we are always confident, even though we know that as long as we
live in these bodies we are not at home with the Lord. (8) Yes, we are fully confident that we
would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the Lord.

Philippians 1:21-23 - For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better. But
if I live, I can do more fruitful work for Christ. So I really don't know what is better. I'm
torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me.
But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live.

Revelation 14:13 - And I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write this down: Blessed are
those who die in the Lord from now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for
they will rest from their hard work; for their good deeds follow them!

Revelation 21:1-5 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth for the old heaven and the
old earth had passed away. And the sea was also gone. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. I heard a loud shout from the throne saying, 'Look, God's home is now among his
people. He will live with them and they will be his people. God himself will be with them.
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death, or sorrow, or
crying, or pain. All these things are gone forever.” And the one sitting on the throne said,
'Look, I am making everything new.' And then he said to me, 'write this down for what I
tell you is trustworthy and true.

(TIMELINE)

Principle: As the bride of Christ, we go wherever He is.

Jesus is the bridegroom and the church is the bride. As His bride, our place is with him.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 - For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a
commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First,
the believers who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together with them, we who

are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.



Jesus is now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven.

Psalm 110:1 - The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I
humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.”

Where do we go when we die? We go where Jesus is, (At the right hand of the Father) until all
His enemies are humbled. Then we return to the earth with Him.

Revelation 19:11-14 - Then I saw heaven opened, and a white horse was standing there. Its
rider was named Faithful and True, for he judges fairly and wages a righteous war. His
eyes were like flames of fire, and on his head were many crowns. A name was written on
him that no one understood except himself. He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his title
was the Word of God. The armies of heaven dressed in the finest of pure white linen,
followed him on white horses.

Jude Verse 14 - Enoch, who lived in the seventh generation after Adam, prophesied about
these people. He said, ‘Listen! The Lord is coming with countless thousands of his saints.

Zechariah 14:5 - You will flee through this valley, for it will reach across to Azal. Yes, you
will flee as you did from the earthquake in the days of King Uzziah of Judah. Then the
Lord my God will come, and all his holy ones with him.

Revelation 20:6 - Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection. Over
these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will
reign with him a thousand years.

The Present Heaven

Ecclesiastes 12:7 - For then (when you die) the dust will return to the earth, and the spirit
will return to God who gave it.

When a person dies, their spirit is in the hands of God.

In the present heaven we go to you will have a spiritual body. We are not disembodied
spirits.

Luke 16:23-28 - And his soul went to the place of the dead. There in torment, he saw
Abraham in the far distance with Lazarus at his side. The rich man shouted, ‘'Father
Abraham, have some pity! Send Lazarus over here to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue. I am in anguish in these flames.” But Abraham said to him, “Son,
remember that during your lifetime you had everything you wanted, and Lazarus had
nothing. So now he is here being comforted, and you are in anguish. And besides, there is a



great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from here, and no one can cross
over to us from there.” Then the rich man said, “Please, Father Abraham, at least send him
to my father's home. For I have five brothers, and I want him to warn them so they don't
end up in this place of torment.

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 - I was caught up to the third heaven fourteen years ago. Whether I
was in my body or out of my body, I don't know—only God knows. Yes, only God knows
whether I was in my body or outside of my body. But I do know that I was caught up to
paradise and heard things so astounding that they cannot be expressed in words, things no
human is allowed to tell.

Body (Greek word soma) - physical, tangible, material body.

When you die, you receive a spiritual body that functions just like a physical body. Your memory
is in tact. You can see, hear, feel and taste.

You are not a disembodied spirit. You have a spiritual body.
Will we be able to see what's happening here on this earth when we go to heaven?

Hebrews 12:1 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run
with perseverance the race marked out for us.

Paul is comparing a Christian to an athlete, and our life to a race.
Witnesses (Greek word mar-toos) - a person who's watching an event, a spectator.
We have a great crowd of spectators watching us run this race called life.

Luke 9:28-32 - About eight days later Jesus took Peter, John, and James up on a mountain
to pray. And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was transformed, and his clothes
became dazzling white. Suddenly, two men, Moses and Elijah, appeared and began talking
with Jesus. They were glorious to see. And they were speaking about his exodus from this
world, which was about to be fulfilled in Jerusalem. Peter and the others had fallen asleep.
When they woke up, they saw Jesus' glory and the two men standing with him.

1 Peter 1:12 - They were told that their messages were not for themselves, but for you. And
now this Good News, has been announced to you by those who preached in the power of the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. It is all so wonderful that even the angels are eagerly
watching these things happen.



