Heaven: Everlasting Life (The New Jerusalem)

Revelation 21:10 - And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and
shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem descending out of heaven from God

The city of New Jerusalem descends out of heaven.

Hebrews 11:10 - Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city with eternal
foundations, a city designed and built by God.

Hebrews 11:16 - But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them.

Revelation 21:2-3 - And I saw the holy city. The new Jerusalem, coming down from God
out of heaven like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. I heard a loud shout from
the throne, saying, 'Look, God's home is now among His people! He will live with them,
and they will be His people. God Himself will be with them.

John 14:1-3 - Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

Place (Greek word tapas) - A physical place you can go, you can see, and you can feel.
Heaven is a real, physical city that is built and designed by God.

What is heaven going to be like?

Revelation 21:11 - Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most
precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;

The city's brilliance is the result of God's divine presence.

Verse 12 - And had a wall great and high, and it had twelve gates, and at the gates, twelve
angels, and names written thereon, which are the names of the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel:

Verse 17 (NLT) - Then he measured the walls and found them to be 216 feet thick.

The walls have two functions:

1. They symbolize that the inhabitants are safe and secure in the presence of God.
2. They reflect the glory of God.



There are 12 gates, with an angel at each gate that function as greeters

On each gate is the name of one of the 12 tribes of Israel - a reminder of the role that Israel
played in the salvation of mankind.

Verse 13 - On the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south three gates; and
on the west three gates.

With three gates on each side, there's access from every direction - symbolizes that heaven's
gates are open to anyone and everyone who accepts Jesus Christ.

Verse 14 - And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Verses 19-20 - And the foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all manner of
precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, a
chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald; The fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh,
chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a
jacinth; the twelfth, an amethyst.

On the foundation of every stone, is the name of one of the 12 apostles. The church is built on
the foundation of the apostles.

Because you can see the name of the apostles on the foundation and the name of the 12
tribes on the gates this symbolizes that the city includes both Old Testament and New
Testament. Both Israel of the Old Testament and the church of the New Testament have
their place in the New Jerusalem.

Verse 15-17 - And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure the city, and the
gates thereof, and the wall thereof. And the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large
as the breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The
length and the breadth and the height of it are equal. And he measured the wall thereof an
hundred and forty and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of the angel.

12,000 furlongs = 1,400-1,500 miles

Verse 18 - And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the city was pure gold, like
unto clear glass.

Verse 21 - And the street of the city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass.

The gold is as transparent as glass, so God’s glory can shine through it.



Verses 22-23 - And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are
the temple of it. And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for
the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.

There’s no temple in the city because God is going to dwell among us without any barriers.
Our Bodies in heaven

Acts 8:38-40 - He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched
Philip away. The eunuch never saw him again but went on his way rejoicing. Meanwhile,
Philip found himself farther north at the town of Azotus. He preached the Good News there
in every town along the way until he came to Caesarea.

Our resurrected bodies will have the ability to teleport, like Philip.

What happens to all of these people who were living on the earth during the millennium, who
weren't deceived by Satan when he is let loose?

Revelation 20:7-9 - When the thousand years comes to an end, Satan will be let out of his
prison. He will go out to deceive the nations—called Gog and Magog— in every corner of
the earth. He will gather them together for a battle—a mighty army, as numbers
numberless as sand along the seashore. And I saw them as they went up on the broad plain
of the earth and surround God's people and the beloved city. But fire from heaven came
down on the attacking armies and consumed them.

Revelation 21:23-26 - And the city, has no need of sun or moon, for the glory of God
illuminates the city, and the Lamb is its light. The nations will walk in its light, and the
kings of the world will enter the city in all their glory. Its gates will never be closed at the
end of the day because there is no night there. And all the nations will bring their glory and
honor into the city.

The nations - the mortals that have survived the millennium.
In the new earth there are three groups of people:
1. Righteous people from various nations who possess mortal bodies like Adam and Eve did

before the fall.

2. The nation of Israel who also possess mortal bodies like Adam and Eve did before the
fall.



3. The church, who possesses glorified bodies. (Old Testament saints who believed in the
coming messiah & New Testament saints who were raptured)

The immortals will reign over the mortals.
The Nations live outside the city.
The bride of Christ inhabits the city.

Verse 27 - Nothing evil will be allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry
and dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life.

Those who accept Jesus Christ during the millennium, and are not deceived by Satan, will enter
eternity as saved mortals.

How do we know that there are people that will have bodies like Adam and Eve did before the
fall instead of bodies like Jesus' resurrected body?

Revelation 22:1-2 - And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on
either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and
yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

The Tree of Life

Genesis 2:9 - And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant
to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree
of knowledge of good and evil.

Genesis 3:22-23 -Then the LORD God said,*“Look, the human beings have become like us,
knowing both good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat
it? Then they will live forever.” So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of
Eden, and He sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been made.

The tree of life has the power to give eternal life to anyone who eats from it.
Revelation 2:7 - He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
To him that overcometh, I will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the

paradise of God.

Those who have glorified bodies will not need to partake of it, because the whole purpose of
eating from this tree is so that a mortal body can live forever.



The tree of life in the New Jerusalem is for the nations who enter in with mortal bodies. It's to
give their mortal bodies eternal life.

The leaves of the tree of life are therapeutic.

Revelation 22:2 - In the midst of the street of it, on either side of the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

Healing (Greek word therapia) - to heal, to cure, or promote health.

Verse 3 - No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be there; and his servants will worship him.

The new Jerusalem is heaven, and the new earth will be like the Garden of Eden before the fall.
Verse 4 - And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their foreheads.

The mortals will no longer have an Adamic nature because there’s no longer going to be a curse
on anything.

In this new heaven and earth, there is no sin. And only the righteous in Christ Jesus will live
there.

Revelation 22:5 - And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light
of the sun; for the Lord God gives them light: And they shall reign forever and ever.

We're not just going to rule with Jesus during the millennium, but we're also going to rule and
reign with Jesus for all eternity. And the nations are the people we're going to be reigning over.

What we rule and reign over is determined by what we do on this earth.



